Address of Bangabandhu at Racecourse on January 10, 1972
(The sovereignty of Bangladesh will last for Eternity)
The text of the address is presented below:
I would like to say a few words to you after expressing my profound respect to and praying for the salvation of the departed souls of the students, labourers, farmers, intelligentsia, sepoys, soldiers, people, Hindus and Muslims of my Bangladesh who have been killed. My Bangladesh is independent today. The dream of my life is materialized today. The people of my Bangla are liberated now. My Bangla will remain independent. I cannot deliver speech today.  The boys of Bangla, the mothers of Bangla, the farmers of Bangla, the labourers of Bangla, the intelligentsia of Bangla have waged struggle. I was in captivity in the prison of Pakistan. I was prepared for going into the gallows, but I knew none could suppress my Bangalees. People of my Bangla would surely be independent. I express my respect to my brothers who have sacrificed their lives and embraced martyrdom. I pray for the salvation of their departed souls. Three millions of people have been killed. So many people did not die or embrace martyrdom even in World War ІІ and even in World War І, which happened to my seventy five million people. I did not know that I could return to you. So, I told them only one thing, I will not object if you kill me, but after my death send my body to Bangalees. This is my request.  I express my gratitude to the Prime Minister of India Mrs. Indira Gandhi. I express my gratitude to the people of India. I express my gratitude the armed forces of India. I express gratitude to the people of USSR. My gratitude is to the people of and governments of UK, Germany, France and elsewhere who supported me. I express my gratitude to the people of USA.  I express my gratitude to the toiling masses of the world who helped our war of liberation. I have to mention that 10 million who had left the country were sheltered in India. The people of India, Mrs Indira Gandhi gave them food. I could not express my gratitude to them. Those whosoever extended help to us deserve our gratitude. But it shall be remembered that Bangladesh is an independent and sovereign country. This sovereignty will stay for eternity. Nobody can suppress Bangladesh. No conspiracy will succeed in Bangla. I also said before my departure, this time it was the struggle for freedom; it was the movement of emancipation. You have materialized that. I urged you all to build forts in every house. You built forts to fight out the enemies. I congratulate my comrades.   Many of our brothers, workers, mothers and sisters are no more on earth. It is not possible to see them again.  I have seen the people of Bangla; I have seen the soil of Bangla, I have seen the sky of Bangla, felt the atmosphere of Bangla. I salute my Bangla. Oh my Golden Bangla. I love you so much, Allah has rescued me.
I do not have roads, I do not have ports, my people do not have foods; they are homeless and empty handed. My people have been put on the street. I appeal to all the states of the world to come forward with help. I want your help for the sake of humanity. I want help from all the states of the world. Please recognize Bangladesh and give her a place in the United Nations. You have to give, there is no way out, you have to provide. We will not accept defeat; we do not know any defeat.
Kaviguru Rabindranath once sighed, Oh Mother Bangla! You have not allowed your seven million children to grow into manhood but only kept them as Bangalees. Hey Kaviguru, My Bangalees now possess all the virtues of human. My Bangalees have set an example that they are unmatchable in their sacrifice. In the history of the world, there have not been so mane sacrifices and losses of life. So I claim that nobody can suppress us. 
My request from today, my orders and directives as a brother, not a leader, not as the President or Prime Minister-I am your brother, you are my brother-this Independence will be futile, unless my people of Bangla can have square meals, This independence will remain incomplete if our mothers and sisters do not have clothes to wear. This independence will bear no fruit if the youth do not have jobs, do not have work. Mukti Bahini and student community and workers-I congratulate you all. You all have been guerilla, you all have shed blood-this blood will not go in vain. Your blood has not gone in vain.  Just one word for you,-make sure there is no theft, robbery, burglary or looting in this Bangla. The people who are inhabiting in Bangla, the people from other countries, the people of west Pakistan-those who do not speak in Bangla. I also say today you all become Bangalees. And I advise our brothers not to raise hands on them. 
We are human, we love human beings. But those who had collaborated and assisted the occupation forces, those who killed my people in their homes hall be tried and punished. Leave the responsibility of trial to the government of the Independent Bangladesh. Nobody will be spared. But I want that they shall be tried as citizens of Independent country in the independent courts. I want to demonstrate to the world community that the peace loving Bangalees know how to give blood as well as how to maintain peace. 
You have got me back. I am amidst you. I did not know that there had been an order for hanging me; a grave was dug beside my prison cell. I was ready-I said I am a Bangalee, I am human being, and I am a Muslim-who can die once only. I told them if the death is dawned on me, I will embrace it with smiles. I will never do anything which will defame the Bangalee Nation. I will never bow down my head to you, and will say aloud-Joy Bangla (triumph is with Bangla), independent Bangla, Bangali is my national identity, Bangla is my language and my place is ever on the soil of Bangla. 
My brethren, we have still to do many works, you know- I want to urge all the people where there are shattered and damage roads, to please go and start rebuilding those. I want to see you grow rice in the field; want to warn all the employees that nobody shall take bribe. I will not forgive any vices. Brethren, I was dispatched under arrest. Tajuddin and Nazrul came to me. I told them-let me die with the seventy million Bangalees. I bless you. They were weeping. I told them Leave me and carry on struggle-my soul is with you. I want to die in this very house. I want to die in this city; we cannot bow down our heads to them. 
My brethren, there has been an interrogation for long three months. Dr.Kamal was directed to give witness against me. Several Bangalees stood witnesses against me. They are familiar and known to us. They shall be punished. I cannot give speech today. You may realize. I adore my beautiful country. When touched down my beautiful Dhaka, my soul knew no bounds with joy.  I could not hold my tears. I did not know whether I would ever be able to return this Bangladesh-the land, the people and the identity of which I Love very much.
Today I have returned to Bangladesh. I have returned to my people, My Bangla is independent. Today the people of my Bangla are independent.
I told the brethren in West Pakistan-stay in happiness. We do not possess any hatred against you. We would try to respect you. Your army perpetrated havoc in this country-they ravaged our women. My three million people have been decimated, Leave us. Let yourselves live in happiness. No more with you. All is ended. You stay independent. We also want stay Independent. There may be a relationship with you as the citizens of an Independent country. There cannot be friendship other way. But those who have committed injustice and crime shall be brought to the book appropriately.

I beg apology to you. I will address you some other day when my health will be slightly recovered. You see-I am not the mujibur once you saw. If you look at my bangla, you will find it has been razed to the ground villages after villages have been burned. There is hardly any house where my people have not been killed. What a dastardly act! They claim themselves as the Muslim military of Pakistan. Loathe such acts. It should have been known that this Bangladesh is the second largest country of Muslim population only after Indonesia; We have the second largest Muslim population. And India is the third, while Pakistan is the fourth. We are Muslims; Can a Muslim rape Muslim woman?

There will be democracy in this Bangladesh. This Bangladesh will be a secular state. Those who want to know, I would like to inform whatever discussion I had with Mrs. Indira Gandhi in Delhi on the way back. I can tell you that I know her. I have regards for her.  She is the daughter of Pundit Nehru; she is the daughter of the son of Motilal Nehru. They did politics; they sacrificed. They became the Prime Ministers of India. When I will want, Indian Army will leave Bangladesh. And she has been withdrawing her army gradually.
I express, on behalf of my seventy million distressed Bangalees, my gratitude from the core of my heart to Mrs. Gandhi, her government, the people of India for the help they had provided to my people. There is on head of state to whom she had not pleaded with for my release. I remain ever grateful to her. She personally approached all the states with a request-you please tell Yahya Khan to set Sheikh Mujib free. For forging a political solution.
Ten million people left homeland for another country. There are many countries where the total population is one million, 1.5 millions, 2 millions, 3 million, 4 million or 5 millions, The Population of about 60 percent of the countries is below 10 million; while over from my Bangla 10 million people had left the homeland into India. Many die of illness there. Many suffered from want of food.
Many houses were set on fire by these brutes. Today I have grudge against none. Do not say anything to anybody. One who has committed office shall be punished. Do not take law and disciplinary action into your hands, The young freedom fighters-you accept my salute; the student community –you accept my salute; the worker community-you accept my salute; the farmer community-you accept my salute, the wretched Hindus and Muslims of Bangla-you accept my salute, I salute all of you and express my respect to those of my employees, the police, the EPR on whom the machine guns were triggered-who had to flee away their near and dear ones and whose wives were arrested and dragged to kurmitola.
This Bangladesh will grow anew. The people of Bangladesh will have smiles on their faces, they will have frolics in their life, they will breathe the fresh air and have square meals-this has been the worship and longing in my life. I want to live with this thought until my death. You will pray for this. I want to take leave of you with these words. I thank all my comrades-they all are here, they all have proven one by one that Mujib Bhai  gave the call to carry on struggle, to liberate the land, to sacrifice the lives, to free the people of Bangla-and not to worry about me. I told them I am leaving if I can return, though I know I would not be able, but Allah is there. This is why I could have come back to you. My comrades-I congratulate all of you. I know what a pain you had to bear. I was in captivity in the prison. I was not given any paper for nine months.
True, while I was returning, Mr. Bhutto requested me to see if some sort of tie between the two countries could be made. I said, I cannot say anything, I do not know where I am. I will reply when I will be back to may Bangla-my land.

I reply now, Mr. Bhutto, may you live in peace. The bondage has been torn. If you want to snatch the freedom of my Bangla in collusion with any special power-keep this time in mind, Mujib would be the first man to lay down his life for the reservation of Independence.
My brethren-I have 400 thousand Bangalees in West Pakistan. i would say one thing. My colleagues, on your approval, an enquiry has to be made at the international forum under the UN supervision, or on behalf of the World jurisdiction. The world has to be informed what a brutality was perpetrated on my people. I would demand of the United Nations, the Human Rights to give a place to Bangladesh and conduct an inquiry into it.

My brethren-I know the conspiracy is not yet ended. Be aware of the conspiracy! It is not yet over. One day, I urged you to build forts in every house. You were urged to jump into the wars with whatever you have in your hands. On this place on March 7, I voiced-this struggle is for the Independence, this struggle is for the freedom. Today I urge you all to stay right and united. Do not listen to anybody. By the willing of Allah, we have become independent, we will keep on independent. No one will be able to snatch our Independence until a person is alive on this Bangladesh.

I cannot give speech any more. I will return to you for addressing when my health will be slightly improved.
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